
Toby
Workshop Presenter
South East

Toby is a twenty seven year old man with an interesting and varied life. He dedicates his time 
to helping others, in particular children and young people.

So, what makes Toby different?

Just before his first birthday Toby was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, a condition affecting the 
ability to control muscles.  

The main difference is that he is unable to talk and uses a speech synthesiser to 
communicate. Toby uses his speech synthesiser to present his workshop and also brings 
similar devices with him to show the children. He also uses a wheelchair to get around, and 
employs a full time support assistant to help him with his everyday needs. Other than that, he 
pretty much does what everyone else does.

Work experience

�x Independent Visitor for the National Children’s Society. 
�x Trustee and ‘Role Model’ for the organisation called 1-Voice, helping young children 

and their parents with learning to use speech synthesisers. 
�x Deputy Chairman for Communication Matters – a National Charity who provide support 

and assistance for people who use augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC).

�x Ambassador for the Make Your Mark Campaign.
�x Founder and CEO of JUSTDIFFERENT.

Interests

His general interests are the same as most men of his age, such as travelling, clothes, cars, 
music and girls.

Toby has been to South America twice – once to play Boccia (similar to bowls) for the 
England and Wales team and once because he won a scholarship to attend an International 
conference on Assisted Communication Devices (AAC). As well as his work for 1-Voice, he
also spends some of his time at Ingfield Manor School, his first school, where he encourages 
pupils to use their AAC’s. He also teaches some of them how to play Boccia.


